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House of Representatives

WE STILL HAVE A
“DISABLED VETERANS TAX"!

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

It is naive at best and

MR. FILNER: Mr. Speaker and
colleagues, | rise today in opposition to the
very limited provision to address the unfair
disabled veterans tax in the Defense
Authorization Act.

Currently, veterans who retire with 20
years of honorable service and who also
have a serviceconnected disability are not
permitted to collect both military retired
pay and VA disability compensation. In
essence, they are paying for their own
retirement. We must stop penalizing our
disabled veterans in this cold and
unfeeling manner.

Our nation's veterans and many, many
Members of this House have been fighting
for so long for the elimination of this tax
for al retirees. We are now so close to
victory. We cannot settle for the partial
concurrent receipt measure that is included
in this bill.

This proposal is simply unacceptable.
It gives less than half aloaf and spreads it

over ten years.
calous at worst.

The proposal leaves approximately
400,000 military retirees without relief. In
my state of California, fully 38,000 are |eft
out of this Republican proposal.

Many of the deserving veterans will die
before the ten years are up and before they
receive their full concurrent receipt.

This bill will set up yet another
complicated administrative system for our
veterans to wade through.

And worst of all, this hill as presented
today unfairly pits veterans against other
veterans.

We must restore earned and deserved
benefits to all eligible military retirees. |If
this Defense Authorization Conference
Report continues to leave out two-thirds of
deserving veterans, | cannot vote for its

passage.



